
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

 

HopeFoal Project™ Receives $20,000 Grant From the Sky Ranch Foundation  
 

(December 12, 2011 Boulder, Colorado) Medicine Horse Program is pleased to announce 

receipt of a $20,000 grant supporting our HopeFoal Project™ from the Sky Ranch Foundation 

of Fredericksburg, VA. Sky Ranch Foundation, has been coordinating alcohol beverage industry 

support for at-risk kids since 1961. 

 

HopeFoal Project™: This award-winning program 

partners rescued foals with depressed and anxious 

teens. The teens work with trained therapists and horse 

handlers to help gentle the foals. In the process, both 

foal and teen are healed.    

 

For more than 11 years, Medicine Horse Program has 

been dedicated to enhancing the quality of life of 

adolescents, families, and adults through unique 

equine-assisted experiences. We provide group and 

individual therapy sessions that focus on healing. 

Individual and group psychotherapy sessions are 

offered. We are a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. 

 

Our services meet the particular needs of low-income 

individuals referred to us by local city and county 

agencies. Vulnerable youth populations are an 

emphasis at Medicine Horse Program. 

 

“We are thrilled to have the financial support from the Sky Ranch Foundation,” says Kathy 

Johnson, Executive Director of Medicine Horse Program. “We have more children in need than 

ever before. The cost of hay is soaring, expenses are up and donations are down due to the 

economy.  We need these generous donations to provide the quality of services for which we are 

nationally renowned.” 

 

Sky Ranch Foundation - Renewed Commitment to Kids 
 

Earlier this year, Sky Ranch Foundation announced that, due to government budget cuts, the 

States were significantly reducing the type of care offered to kids in trouble. As a result, Sky 

Ranch for Boys, which had been the Foundation’s exclusive beneficiary since 1961, was closing. 

In the wake of this unfortunate development, the leaders of Sky Ranch Foundation rededicated 

themselves to finding new ways to help programs helping kids. 



 

As Foundation President Ralph Aguera puts it, “We want to do what we can to help make sure 

other outstanding programs don't meet the same fate that befell Sky Ranch for Boys. These are 

tough times for everyone in this field. I believe there is 

enough care, concern and generosity among the people in the 

alcohol beverage industry that we will be able to continue 

making an important difference.” 

 

This donation is in memory of Harry G. Wiles (1945-2010), 

by his friends and associates in the Sky Ranch Foundation, 

American Beverage Licensees, and throughout the hospitality 

industry. A native of Boulder, Colorado, Harry knew how 

horses can help kids. We lend our support to the Medicine Horse Program to help continue this 

important work. 
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P.O. Box 8420, Fredericksburg, VA 22404 
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